It is mid-March 2020, and it is literally just a couple of days before the book goes into production. Universities, schools and play areas have been closed down all over Europe, and like so many other parents, we too are home schooling and having to find ways of occupying and entertaining our son ourselves. Not all products can be found in the shops and supermarkets, especially those needed for hygienic purposes such as toilet paper and soap. Washing one's hands is named as the most important strategy for protection against the Corona virus.

This book originally set out with the aspiration of understanding society and its reproduction via inclusion and exclusion. More specifically, it utilised interpretations of dirt and cleanliness, hygiene and health, in order to better understand fundamental social patterns.

The Corona crisis now adds a whole new dimension to this approach. Quite clearly this pandemic embodies the core interest of the book, including and indeed encompassing all the key subjects that have been analysed and discussed in relation to it---and it thus shifts the issues to a level totally new for all of us.

With an eye on one of the main groups focused on in this study, that of the refugees, the newcomers, it was certainly contingent that the virus did not start out from, or multiplied in a very early phase within, the positively dreadful conditions in the many camps alongside the EU's outer borders and elsewhere. One can safely say that in such a case we would have seen an exponentiation of ascriptions of dirtiness, illness, risk and danger to this group of people, who are already being pre-labelled as problematic in this sense, as has been amply illustrated in this scholarly investigation. Although they are not the identifiable starting point, it is clear that this fact will, most probably, not protect especially those people who are currently on their way to Europe from becoming victims again, first of all, due to the increasing indifference of the likely receiving countries, as everyone in those countries is concerned with their own interests at the moment, and, secondly, from becoming possibly victims of the virus itself. And, as we have seen again and again desperate situations, historically, are prone to creating scapegoats, so unfortunately, the last word is probably not spoken for this group, also in relation to this matter, irrespective of where they are.

The very current situation is structurally different, though. In the early stages, some Asian visitors who were in Europe experienced harassment and aggression. Now, however, everybody is a potential carrier of the virus and is consequently suspected of being ' dirty' in this particular sense, including the suspicion of being contagious. Everybody suspects everybody else, almost in a paranoid way, feelings that have much more readily been displayed towards refugees so far, as we have seen. How will that impact on society, taking into account the results of the analyses presented in this book? Although it is still too early for any comprehensive answer to be given to this question, two aspects are noticeable already, and on first appearance, they present a contrast.

On the one hand, the virus and the medically demanded and politically implemented action strategies have a clearly isolating effect. Everyone is suspicious of each other, and we now distance ourselves in many different (and not only purely physical) ways from each other. Home--office working as well as the already mentioned home schooling become everyday experiences. In shops, people are behaving increasingly aggressively, while many appear to worry only about themselves and their immediate families, expressed, for instance, in panic buying and excessive private stockpiling. On the other hand, elements of a community spirit are experiencing a revival. Notices are hung up in larger houses, offering help especially to elderly people; smaller shops and restaurants are being consciously supported, while in Italy people are singing together from their balconies, and further examples could be enumerated. In other words, we are seeing a mix of two extremes of social behaviour, now that the ' normal' way of life is being taken away from us.

What are then the structures that form our social behaviour in this situation, therefore? Distancing ourselves from everyone is an isolating move, clearly, but also has an equalising, homogenising effect. Everyone is *at* risk, everyone is *a* risk, but at the same time everyone can potentially become the addressee of one's support and solidarity. ' Helping' suggests itself as a self-evident strategy---with all the risks and side effects that have been discussed here already. For a short time, this can have sociation effects, but at the same time it separates people, potentially quite profoundly. In combination with the widespread feelings of suspicion, this is prompting communicative practices towards both poles of the continuum. This can be expected to impact on chances of sociation in a problematic way, and there is no doubt that this has immediate, as well as long-term consequences for how we live together and how society develops. The subject most certainly deserves and justifies comprehensive analysis in the future.

Literally in this very moment of completing an extraordinary epilogue to my book, my mobile phone informs me of the following 'breaking news': "Germany stops taking in refugees because of the Corona crisis". The two themes, that of accepting refugees and that of dealing with the present crisis, are combined---apparently 'naturally'.
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